Effect of educational intervention on defaecation habits in an Indian urban slum.
The defaecation habits of 172 adults before and after a cholera epidemic in New Delhi in 1988 were investigated. Intensive educational activities were undertaken during the epidemic. A community latrine facility was constructed in this area in February 1988. A greater proportion of females than males were found to be exclusively using the latrines at both rounds of the investigation. A statistically significant relationship with age was observed (P less than 0.001), while literacy was not found to exert a statistically significant effect. Difference in usage habits were more marked in the second round of the investigation. Cost and distance were the main reasons cited for non-utilization of latrines. 91.4% of respondents stated that they had faced some problem in using latrines. Most children were found to be defaecating in the open around the dwelling units at both rounds of the investigation.